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SOURCE APPROXIMATE TIME SPECIFIED USES 

Man and 
Animal 

Prehistoric (time before recorded 
history)  

Transportation 

Wood Prehistoric and Early historic (1880) Domestic cooking, space heating, and 
handicraft.   

Wind  Early historic period (time of known 
and  recorded history) 

Transportation 

Water  Pre- historic-18th century Handicrafts, crude mills, and 
transportation. 

Coal  13th –20th century (1920) Domestic cooking and space heating.  
Steam power 18th –19th century  Steam engines for factories, and 

transportation 

Petroleum 19th (1859)  –20th century  Space heating, domestic cooking, 
lighting, motors for transportation  

Electricity Late 19th –20th century  Motors for factory machines, 
transportation, space heating and 
lighting, and domestic looking.  

Wood, coal, 
petroleum 

Early 20th century  Generation of electricity. 
 

Nuclear energy  2nd half of 20th century Generation of electricity and specialized 
uses like manufacture of nuclear 
weapons. 

 

(Source: Bengtson and Royen, 1943; Thoman and 
Corbin 1974; Miller and Langdon 1964; and Stanford and Moran, 1969).
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